
 

We will help our friends to learn to:  

 

 

 

 

 

  Birthday Celebrations  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communication 
 
To comment on what there are doing and 
what they have created, share their ideas 
and listen to others  
 
To begin asking simple “what?” and 
“who?” questions as they explore their 
environment and try to understand new 
experiences. 
 
To ask a wider range of questions, such 
as “why?” and “how?”, to seek 
explanations and deepen their 
understanding during play and 
conversations. 
 
.  

Physical 
 
To develop fine motor skills to 
create lines and make 
enclosures (mark-making tools, 
paint) 
 
To put their coats on and off 
independently, some children 
attempting to do their zips. 
 
To engage in exercise in the 
garden to keep warm 
 
To develop ball skills, such as 
throwing, catching, bouncing 

Personal, Social, 
Emotional 

 
To communicate their 
choices; likes and dislikes  
 
To develop an understanding 
of waiting for their turn, 
sharing 
 
To begin to play 
collaboratively sharing ideas 
and taking cues from others. 
Developing a narrative in 
their play. 
 
 
 

Literacy 
 
To make recognisable 
marks when labelling 
their work.  
 
To give meanings to their 
marks. 
 
To make lines, 
enclosures  

Number 
 
To recognise 2D 
shapes in and around 
the environment 
 
To develop one to one 
correspondence when 
counting   
 
 

The World 
To learn a new art technique 
(Mondrian) - children 
introduced to the work of 
famous 
artists 
 
 
 
Children to develop play skills 
with an adult 

Expressive Arts 
 
To use new techniques 
while creating their art, 
learning to make a 
variety of lines, straight, 
squiggles, waves, zig 
zag 
 
To practice songs for 
our Christmas 
performance. 

Week beginning: 01.12.25 

Theme: Light & Dark 

Key experiences: 

Children will explore making a variety of 

straight lines in the style of Mondrian, 

using different tools and materials to 

create their own artwork. 

Outdoors children will engage in shape 

hunts, identifying and matching 2D 

shapes within the garden environment 

to develop early mathematical language 

and understanding of shape. 

Children will develop/practice ball skills. 

 

Ways to help at home: 

This week please engage in play 

with your child using a ball to 

practise catching and throwing. 

If you haven’t already we would 

also like you to go out with your 

child and look for shapes in the 

environment for example, 

observing that a window is a 

square or that a car wheel is a 

circle. This helps children build 

early maths and observation skills 

in a fun, natural way. 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

artist, technique, squiggle, 

wave, zig zag, straight etc. 

Adaptive teaching and a 

total communication 

approach will include:  

Visual support/real objects ( 

pictures of real art, mark 

making resources) 
Gestures/Actions 
Signing (BSL) (draw, throw)  
Symbols and pictures  
 



 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week beginning 24/11/2025: 

 

This week the children have been exploring the work of 

Henri Matisse and creating their own “shape pictures” 

inspired by his art. They experimented with tearing and 

cutting coloured paper into different shapes, carefully 

arranging and gluing them to build their own arrangements. 

Through this, the children developed their fine motor skills 

as they used scissors and their fingers to rip and position 

the pieces, and they began to use mathematical language 

as they talked about big and small shapes, and how they 

fitted together. These activities also encouraged them to 

make choices, solve problems and talk about their ideas, 

building confidence in expressing themselves creatively 

just as Matisse did with his bold, colourful cut-outs. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Outdoor shape hunt 


