
 

We will help our friends to learn to:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Birthday Celebrations  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Communication 
 
To begin asking simple “what?” and 
“who?” questions as they explore their 
environment and try to understand new 
experiences. 
 
To ask a wider range of questions, such 
as “why?” and “how?”, to seek 
explanations and deepen their 
understanding during play and 
conversations. 
 
To comment on what there are doing and 
what they have created, share their ideas 
and listen to others.  

Physical 
 
To develop control over one-
handed tools, e g. paint 
brushes, pens, sponges etc. 
 
To learn how to tear paper to 
use for their art work. 
 
To begin to put their coats on 
and off independently, some 
children attempting to do their 
zips. 
 
To engage in exercise in the 
garden to keep warm 

Personal, Social, 
Emotional 

 
To communicate their choices; 
likes and dislikes  
 
To begin to recognise they are 
feeling cold. 
 
 
To begin to play collaboratively 
sharing ideas and taking cues 
from others. Developing a 
narrative in their play 

Literacy 
 
To make recognisable 
marks when labelling 
their work.  
 
To give meanings to their 
marks. 

Number 
 
To recognise 2D 
shapes and make 
arrangements with 
them. 
 
To begin to show 
awareness of shapes in 
our environment.  The World 

 
Develop an understanding of 
the wider world 
 
To learn a style of painting, 
children introduced to the 
work of famous artists 
 
Children to develop play skills 
with an adult 

Expressive Arts 
 
To use new techniques 
while creating their art, 
learning to tear, 
squiggle, shape 
pattern.  
 
To learn new songs for 
our Christmas 
performance. 

Week beginning: 24/11/2025 

Theme: Light & Dark 

Key experiences: 

 

Children will use 

different shapes to 

create their pictures in 

the style of Matisse and 

Mondrian. 

Children will explore 

shapes, using large 

shapes to create 

pictures (garden). 

 

 

 

Ways to help at home: 

This week, we like you to go out with 

your child and look for shapes in the 

environment for example, observing 

that a window is a square or that a car 

wheel is a circle. This helps children 

build early maths and observation 

skills in a fun, natural way. 

Please also continue supporting your 

child to put their coat on and take it off 

independently, as the weather is 

getting much colder.  

 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Shape, shape names, artist, 

technique, tear, squiggle etc. 

Adaptive teaching and a total 

communication approach will 

include:  

Visual support/real objects 

(shapes, pictures of real art) 
Gestures/Actions (paint,look) 
Signing (BSL) (paint)  
Symbols and pictures  
 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week beginning 17/11/2025: 

This week, our indoor learning continued with the theme of light and 
dark. The children created their own puppets and used them to tell 
stories in the dark. Storytelling like this plays a key role in 
developing children’s imagination, helping them create characters, 
build narratives and explore ideas in creative ways. 

We would like to say a big thank you to Safiyyah ’s and Sofia’s dad 
for coming into nursery to share their expertise with us. Safiyyah 
told us that her dad makes the ‘best smoothies’, so we invited him 
in to show the children how he makes them. The children loved 
joining in and helping to prepare the smoothies.  Sofia’s dad shared 
his creative talents, and the children enjoyed using a range of 
materials to make their own artwork. Thank you both for supporting 
our learning this week! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Outdoors, the children worked together to build a large-scale 
rocket to travel into ‘space’. This cooperative project 
encouraged problem-solving, communication and teamwork. 
Children also made their own smaller rockets to experiment 
with how high they could fly, sparking curiosity and scientific 
thinking. 

 

Trip to the Tate Modern 


